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Don Strong 
239 So. 2nd West 
Preston, Idaho 
83263 

27 Jan '79 ,:. ~ \ \ 'f~ · 

Dear Mrs Pearlman: 
Thank you for the i n f o1'1ll8.tion on t h e Gallia Co. Edm1s~ons. 

The name I ha ve for the wife of Andr ew Edmi ston ia Deborah Derry '~ 
s ee the enclosed sheet.-"" S ii r;;. $1f1 i:;k 

The names of Isaac and J a cob are ~ound in gallia Co. land recorte. 
The land records are where the estate of Matthew Edmiston was . , 
divided up among hi s heir s. 1 
My Moore f amily came f rom the I sle of Ma.n in the early 1900'e. , 
~y great grea t grandfat her ~oore h!Tied researchers in the Isle ot 
man to work on his line s and I have hie records. ~Y Moore line 
was never i n Va. Tracing back on t he ·lin~ in the Iele of Man around 
1860 it was found that one or more members of the family came to 
Ameri ca at t:te.t time but they have n ot been located. 
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[s{D 9 .June 1818 .John Smith i:sf Bath Co. to .John Gibson for $1, 2 t.ract.s, 
p/o 25a. gtd Smith by Pat. 3 Apr. 1801 adj. land of John Gibson and 

William Edmiston. Wit: William Edmiston, David Gibson, John Jordin, Robert 
Rhea, Anthony Callison. Na:i w i f e s i i;J11S . 

[§-?lJ 6 N•::iv. 1:::20 .John and Sarah Clutter k· Willia.m Edmist•::in for $400, t.wo 
tracts at headwaters of Locust Creek. 

1) 200a. p/o 400a. gtd GRiffith Evans by Pat. 30 July 1795. 
2) 96a. p/o 286a. gtd David Boiler by pat. in 1801 adj. tha first tract. 

-·--·--·---·- Wit: Isaac McNeil, Ja:-hn Ba,<:t.er, .James Kellison, .James Rhea, .John Gibs•:>n an•j 
.James Edm is t•:m . 
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1 Edmiston Botetourt Co. Va tithables for 1771 list Samuel Edmiston ............ . 
James Edmiston is not listed. There is a James edmiston listed in a list of 
Tithables from North side of Buffalo Creek to the county line. 
2 Also listed in 1771 on the North side of Buffalo Creek are William Moore, 
John Poage, Samuel Moore, Hance Smith, John Moore, James Moore and Robert 
M•:>ore 
3 In 17?1, John Edmondson and Robert Edmondson are listed in Captain Campbells 
Company. Robert Armstrong is in Robinsons and Arbuckles Co. 
4 The line between Augusta Co. and Bote. Co. is described in Chalkley 20 April 
1770 as a line beginning on South Mountain by a Spring of Peddlar Creek on 
Amherst line where South River or Mary Creek empties into the North branch of 
the .J a.mes 
5 From there up the river to Kerrs Creek, up the Creek to its upper fork at 
Gilmore's Gap. Crosses Cowpasture River in Donnelly's place - crosses road 
between Hot and Warm Springs, crosses Jacksons River at John Dean's place and 
6 Crosses Back Creek to Anthony's Creek Mountain. 
7 A book, Botetourt Co. Tithables 1770-1777 lists names from various records 
Page 59 1775, tax list, pages 147-157 taken by A. ~Jnnelly on the Greenbrier 
River Waters. Listed are James Edmiston, Joshua Ewing, 
8 James Edmiston is listed on a 1771 list by James Trimble of those living 
North of Buffalo Creek. 
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Other n•:>tes: 

............ :j<:\.L... 111'..l. r1yers. - ---

Some Edmiston researchers believe that there is a relationship to the 
Thompson family. Augusta judgements 1799. Thompson vs Thompson. In· a 
letter written by John Thompson of Louisa Co. Va. dated 30 April 1805 to Jo~n 
~hompson of Washington Co. Va., he mentions in the letter Richard Jones 2s 
being married. One wonders the significance of Richard Jones being md. in 
the suit. Richard Jones md. one of the daughters of Mathew Edmiston. 

Howard Jones states in a letter that one of the sons of John Edmiston of 
Augusta Co. md. a daughter of David Edmiston <Cecil Co. Md.) The marriage 
was in Philadelphia. He ties this to the David Moore who died in Augusta in 
1748 mentioning his sister Mary Edmiston and her daughter Eleanor. In 1771, 
Mary, widow Edmiston, of Philadelphia sold land from the estate of Davjd 
Moore. The land was in Augusta Co. near the Borden ~nd Beverly tracts, but 
not according to Jones in the Jennings branch area. David Moore died owing 
money to John Edmiston . 
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EDMONDSON FAMILY BULLETIN 

Letter from Don .:r!. Strong, 2.39 South 2 nd \tJes·t Presto'n Idaho 
03263. 
You suggested I submit something on Mathew Edmiston , Enclosed 
are a few thoughts on Edmiston that comes up from time to time, 
concerning. James Edmiston of Bath Co. Va. and his wife , ·Jan,~ Smith. 
James Edmo~dson (son of MathieO appears in a 27 Sept. 1771 entry · 
in the Mathe.we Trading Post Ledger 1771-1779 as published in Vol. 
4 number 4 of the Greenbrier Historical Society Journal. James 
was on the Greenbrier prior to the formation of Greenbrier County 
~nd is probably the same James dmiston listed in Botetourt County 
Virginia T~x records in 1·771 and 1775 on Greenbri~r River waters. 
James is listed in the index of the Botetourt County land. survey 
book on page 9, but the first 10 pages are missing. The index 

----shows that those sur.veys on the missing pages were for settlers on 
the Greenbrier in what is now Pocahontas County. His 1774 survey 
was for 250 acres. 
In 17a2, Greenbrier land surveys list James Edmiston's· 250 acres 
per certiflcate from commissioners of Augusta, Bototourt and Gre~ 
enbrier • The land was ~urveyed in 1774 and was adjacent to that 
of Charles Clendennin. Ales in 1782 James entered 250 acres which 
was assigned to him by Samuel Gilliland which wris adjacent to 
Jame's other land. Other land surveys show that the land was near 
Mill Creek and aslo near land of Andrew Smith. 
This is one of tho earliast Greenbrier redords ~lacing i S~ith in 
proximity to both James Edmis·ton .and Sam Gilliland. In 1 785 Wm 
Smith assigned land On Mill Creek to Andrew Don·nelly and William 
Morris. 
In August 1789 , John Ellii sold 293 Acres at Little Levels to Sam 
Gilliland and. in September Ellis sold a adjacent 196 Acre tract 
to James Edmiston. 
Early Bath Virginia County records list John Smith adjacen~ to 
Jomes Edmiston· and· James does nAme his friend John Smith executor 
of his will. · 
In 1792, Jomes la~d and titables ore included in~ Bath.County Va. 
survey from Droop mountain to John Smith's house and. to the county 
line. . 
For those still trying to determine if Samuel Gilliland's wire·was 
o Smith or Edmiston, The addition of Androw and William Smith to 
John Smith es land owners adjacent to Jamos ~dmiston and Samuel 
Gilliland suggest that James may hove named his sons Andrew and 
William his Smith in-laws. 
John Smith also names a son Andrew in his will. 
Augusta ~o~ Va. land records list .a William Smith with land·edjac
ont to that of Mathew Edmiston in 1751, which is probably the 
same land thot Mathew a.old to Samuel Pattorson in 1764. survey. In 
1Uo3, Mathew's heirs sold off land. adjacent to John Kirk. an.d · · 
Laudwich( difficult to read) Smith. Could there be a connection 
betwoen these families? 
I would be happy to hear from researchers of Mathew Edmiston of 
Augusta County Virginia or Samuel Gilliland. 
(EDITOHS NOTE) 

We want to thank Don for this· information and .yes we have had ove1• 
the yoars people n sk nbout·:.~tho F.timi .qt. ..... n fff71J ln.n,i" i1rtt . .,.n11ar1•iagea 
And thoro wore acv<->rRl inh.:">.i·rr11n·t•ingos. 
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A few thoughts on Edmiston. have never really figured out just where 
the lands were that Mathew Edmiston owned. The land that be sold to Samuel 
Patterson is supposed to be in Rockbrldge Co. , and I read somewhere that he 
probably never lived there. A William Smith had land adjacent to this land 
that Mathew sold to Pattc?rson. When David KcNair sold land on Jennings 
branch to Christian Smith of Lancanster Co. 1 Pa., Tim Green was witness. 
Mathew Smith md. Killy Green in Augusta Ca. an 19 Dec. 1787. You will recall 
that Mathew Edmiston gave POA to· David to sell his land. 

Another thought .... James Edmiston's widow, Jane, md. James Gilliland as 
you know. Far a time, I thought that then~ must be some relation between 
Gilliland and Edmiston that went farther back. I now believe that the 
relation that goes back is Edmisto~ - Armstrong via Lydia Armstrong, wife of 
James Gilliland. Note that Mathew Armstrong gave bond as guardian of Samuel 
Patterson with Mathew Edmiston as surety in 1751. 

Finally, did I tell you of the deed in Bath Ca. Va. in 1808 where the 
heirs qf William Smith give POA to William Poage to well land. The heirs are 
Jane Smith, John Hannah, Margaret Smith, Jenny Patterson Smith and Elizabeth 
Hannah. The land is 150 acres in Jacksons River. The land was patented in 
1784. I have not yet found the deed where William Poage sold the land. This 
deed may further identify these heirs. 

I just noticed that there is a Christian Smith in Giles Co. tax in 1806. 

My daughter was in Salt Lake recently and she copied some pages from the 
Jackson Co. 1 Ohio cemetary records and most interesting is the stones of 
James Smith and wife. Page 893. James Smith died 13 Jan. 184.8, age 
78y-3m-4d. Elizabeth Smith, wife of .James died 25 Jan. 1846, age 73. 
Also is the death of Jane Smith, wife of Robert Smith, died 19 Sept. 1838 at 
age 25y 8m 21d. This puts James barn in 1770 and he certainly came from the 
Bat,h/Greenbrier area. He may well be a brother of Jane Edmiston. 

Don Strong 

• \ 
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21 Feb. '87 

W i 11 i am Edmunds•::in 
E.F.A.B. 

Dear Bi 11: 

Don H . St. r•::in•.;J 
2:~:9 S•:• . 2nd . West. 
Preston, Idahi:) 

You suggested I submit something on Mathew Edmiston. Enclosed are a few 
thoughts on Edmiston that comes up from time to time, concerning James 
Edmiston of Bath Co., Va. and his wife, Jane Smith. 

James Edmondson (son to Mathie) appears in a 27 Sept. 1771 entry in the 
Mathe\lis Trading P•::ist Ledger 1771-1779 as published in Vol. 4 number 4 •:if the 
Greenbrier Historical Society Journal. James was on the Greenbrier prior to 
the formation of Greenbrier Co. and is probably the same James · Edmiston 
listed in Botetourt Co., Va. tax records in 1771 and 1775 on Greenbrier River 
waters. James is listed in the index of the Botetourt Co. land survey book 
on page 9, but the first ten pages of surveys are missing. The index shows 
that those surveys on the missing pages were for settlers on the Greenbrier 
in what is now Pocahontas county. His 1774 survey was for 258 acres. 

In 1782, Greenbrier land surveys list James Edmiston's 250 acres per 
certificate from the commissioners of Augusta, Botetourt and Greenbrier. The 
land was surveyed in 1774 and was adjacent to that of Charles Clendennin. 
Also in 1782, James entered 250 acres which was assigned to him by Samuel 
Gilliland which was adjacent to James' other land. Other land surveys show 
that the land was near Mill Creek and also near the land of Andrew Smith. 
This is one of the earliest Greenbrier records placing a Smith in proximity 
to both James Edmiston and Samuel Gilliland. In 1785, William Smith assigned 
land on Mill Creek to Andrew Donnelly and William Morris. 

In Aug., 1789, John Ellis sold 293 acres at Little Levels to Samauel 
Gilliland and in September Ellis sold an adjacent 196 acre tract to James 
Edmiston. 

Early Bath Co. records list John Smith adjacent to land of James 
Edmiston and James does name his friend John Smith as executor in his will. 
In 1792, James land and tithables are included in a Bath Co. survey from 
Dr•::iop mountain to .John Smith's h•::iuse and k1 the county line. 

For those still trying to determine if Samuel Gilliland's wife was a 
Smith or a Edmiston, the addition of Andrew and William Smith to John Smith 
as land owners adjacent to .James Edmiston and Samuel Gilliland suggest· that 
James may have named his sons Andrew and William his Smith in-laws. 
John Smith also names a son Andrew in his will. 

August.a C•:i. land records list a Wi 11 iam Smith with land adjacent to that 
of Mathew Edmiston in 1751, which is probably the same land that Mathew sold 
to Samuel Patterson in a 1764 survey. In 1803, Mathew's heirs sold off land 
adjacent lying adjacent. to John Kirk and Laudawich (difficult to read) Smith. 
Co~ld there be a connection between these families? 

I would be happy to hear from any researchers of Mathew Edmiston of 
Augusta Co . or Samue 1 G i 11 i1 and . 

Don Strong 



A~1ies 3. 7'earlman, 2001 4./Vorllj "1£Jestwood ,,A1•e1me, ..Santa Ann. Cnlifornia 92706 

Mct-tc.h 1 O, 1981 

M'l. Von St'long 
239 South 2nd Wut 
P-tuton, Idaho 83263 

Ve.a-t Von: 

Thank you 1>0 muc.h 6ot 1>e.ndi.ng c.opy 06 the. updated matuial on the Smith 6amily. l 
have. done. vuy Uttle. 'lUe.atc.h lately but di.cl o'l.de.t Sc.hte.inu-Vanti.1>' 1183 and 1181 Tax 
U.1>t1> 60-t G-te.e.nb'Li.e.-t County. You would p'LObably be. intuute.d in the 6ollowing e.nt-ii.u: 

1183 Pe.11.1>onal Ptoputy Tax U.&tl> 6o'l G'le.e.nb'Li.U County, V.itginia 
p. 5 -- Jamu Edmi1>tone. 0 1 10 12 
p. 5 -- And'l.e.W Smith 0 0 3 16 
p. 1 -- Ma'ltin Smith 1 0 4 1 
p. 8 -- Thomaf) Smith 1 0 5 10 
p. 9 -- John Smith 1 O 0 6 
Note: Column~ 1 = Poli&, 2 = Siavu, 3 = Houu, 8 4 = Cow& 

p. 156 -- T omaf) E mi1>ton 
p. 160 -- Jamu Edmon1>on 
p. 158 -- Jamu Smith 
p. 162 -- Jno. Smith 
p. 16 2 -- John Smith 
p. 16 2 -- Main Smith 
p. 162 -- Thoma& Smith 
p. 166 -- Stephen Smith 
p. 166 -- Thoma& Smith 
P• 166 -- ]af). Sm.ith 

(Anth&. Ct.) 

Note: Columnl> 60-t 1181 a-te al> 6ollow1>: 
1 = White malu above. 16 and unde. t 21 
2 = Blac.lu above 16 
3 = Blac.k6 undu 16 
4 : Houe.6, ma.-ie.6, cott6, 6 mutu 
5 : Cattle. 

0 0 0 2 5 
0 0 0 8 18 
0 0 0 1 3 
0 0 0 5 11 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 2 2 4 . 13 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 3 0 
0 0 0 1 4 
0 0 0 3 0 

U.&t "A" May 11 
Li.&t "B" ??? ?? 
U.1>t "A" Apt 20 
U.&t "B" ??? ?? 
Li.&t "B" ??? ?? 
Li.&t "B" '!?? ?'! 
Li.&t "Fl' '! '! '! '! '! 
Li.&t "C" May 16 
Li.&t "C" May 11 
U.6t "C" May 21 

lnc.ide.ntally, l will be. in Salt Lake. City to attend a. ge.ne.al.ogi.c.al. 1>e.mina'l Ap'Ci.i 18 to 
May 8. l will be. 1>taying at the. Temple. Squa-te. Hotel, whue. the. g-toup ha.1> made. a.nange.me.nt&. 
l hope. to u&e. the oppo,,,tuni.ty to do l>Of!1e inten&ive. -iuea.-tch. 

100% Recycled Poper 
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1 1 Dec . ' :::8 

Dear Mrs. Burnett; 

-- - --- -------------------

Don H. :3tron•;i 
239 So. 2nd. West 
Prest•:•n, Id:::tho 

During the past two years, I have extracted every record in Greenbrier 
and Bath Co. Virginia up to 1825 concerning the Edmistons and Smiths. I have 
gone through the deed books page by page and made every attempt to find clues 
that have been over looked by oth~rs. 

My research in Bath and Greenbrier Co. leads me to the conclusion that 
Mrs. Alumbaugh was right all along when she said that Jane Thompson Edmiston 
was the mother of Mathew Edmiston. In a letter written in 1965, Mrs. Alumbaugh 
stated that William Edmiston married Mary Cook in Bourbon Co. Ky. and that 
Mary Cook was the daughter of Margaret Blair and John Cook of Frederic~ Co. 
Va. John Cook died intestate in Kentucky. Records there show Edmistons, 
Cook and Blair. The connection to the.Blair family caught my attention while 
doing research in Bath and Greenbrier Co., Va. 

In 1745 John B~air Jr. and Henry Downs were among petitioners who were 
allowed to take up 50,000 acres of land on the Greenbrier River. This land 
included the Little Levels area in NOW Pocahontas Co. In researching the early 
records of Greenbrier Co., I found the first land entry for James Edmiston 
recorded in Greenbrier Co. was for land originally patented to James BLAIR 
Also, the land was next to land owned by Andrew Smith and James Hanna Jr. 
Samuel Gilliland also assigned James Edmistion 250a. of land next to James 
Hanna Jr. and Andrew Smith. Remember that Samuel Gilliland and James· Edmiston 
were both married to Smith daughters. This raises the possibility that Jane 
Smith, wife of James Edmiston was related to Andrew Smith and that James and 
Jane Edmiston's son, Andrew was probably named after Andrew Smith. 
This fits well with Alumbaughs letter because you would expect to find 
some connection between the in-laws of Mathew Edmiston in the records of his 
~;i:•n ..J o.rnes . 

Going back to Augusta Co. a further connection can be hinted at in the 
records of Henry Downs. Chalkley Vol. III page 293 3 April 1751 Henry Downs 
Sr. of Orange Co. sold to John Madison 330 acres dated 1747 adjacent to the 
land of Lwjwick Francisco. This deed was witnessed by MATTHEW EDMISTON and 
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG. In the records of Bath and Pocahontas Co., I found deeds 
between the heirs of James Edmiston and George Francisco. Other deeds there 
show that George Francisco was a heir of Ludwick Francisco. Further study·of 
the Augusta Co. records of Henry Downs show that he lived close to William and 
Alexander Thompson. In 1745 Alexander Thompson sold 300 acres to Henry Downs 
on the Shenandoah River. 1745 Henry Downs Jr. witnesses a deed from Moses 
Thompson of South Carolina to John Madison. Refer to my submission to the 
Edmundson Family Bull~tin where I fowid that records in North Carolina show that 
Moses T~Jmpson was from Chester Co., Pa.· In 1747 Henry Downs Sr. sells 
to Henry Downs Jr. the 300 acres; obtained from Alexander Thompson, and that ; 
same year Henry Downs sold 470a.:to Ludwick Francisco. And finally, in 1758,. 
Henry Downs sold land to Joseph Hanna, 30a acres, part of 400 acres patented ~o 
Alexander Thompson in 1742. Note that th~ first land of James Edmi~ton in 1: 
Little levels was next to James Hanna. : .1 

The Blair records in Augu*ta Co. show Abraham Smith as administrator of~ 
est.a.t.e of .John E:lai r in 17.SS. Greenbrier Co. early land records sh•:•w t.ha.t .Jam~s 
Blair held land adjacent to Andrew Smith wh~ch Blair assigned to William Boggs: 

William Blair, James Blair, John Thompson, Robert Thompson, James 1 

Thompson, Thomas Cook, and Francis Cook are among the early land entries in 
Greenbrier Co. 
Jane Smith, wife of James Edmiston probably ·came from the family of John Smith 
who came from ireland with his family prior to 1740. 



'I 

I 

Orange Co. Va. importations 1740. John Smith and Margaret his wife, 
Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John and Joseph Smith. 
Abraham Smith, 1759 as witness to deed for land surveyed by James and 
f'li:J'.:;e~~; Thompsi:w1 . 
John Smith, 1751 witness deed William Thompson to Alexander Thompson. 

In sµmmary, one of the earli~st records of Mathew Edmiston in Augusta Co., 
in the deed of Henry Downs~ reveals a association with the Thompson family and an 
interest in the new.lands opening up on the Greenbrier River. 
It remains to be discovered why James Edmiston went to the Greenbrier, but it 
appears that he may have been following the interest in the new lands by certain 
in-laws, most likely the Smith family or the Blair family. 

It would be interesting to see if there is a closer connection between the 
Downs family and the Thompson family. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

;,1· .. 
4 

•.•• rr.: 
... 
- . ~· ,. 
i •)I,~~/· 

v:. ~~~ 

,·. 

I 
I , .. 
·~ 
~ 
·.; 

:j'J 
• :ij I 

q1r 
l, 

:I:; 
; 

q 
I 

I 

':j ' ,, 
, 11 dr 
I 1, / ~f 
I '~ ·~· . I;.·., 
. ' ·~~ ;, 
'::P 
' I :1.:I .. , .,:, 

I 

I 

I 
I 

:/ ... 

i 
~·1 

: .. 

! 
~ 

i 
I 
I 
f 
~ 

~· :~l.b~ 
. ·:_.'' 

·, .. •.,.:.·:, 
,: •!'I.~~; (~ 

. '· ·.t~\.~·~-.l 



Volvwie.X.XVT /-lo. 3 

\.. 

Wh., r~ No. 1 o 3 
Edmondson Fomily Bulletin 

~~-. · :. :. J . ' J. ~ ~. ;,") 1_,;,~rj .U ·J IJ-. · 

. fl.:~:~; E~n:ii .ston J ··a·1_1·.t~in~ ,of, r.L.da ma~r~~d Jl'en.fY . _Ch~~.e • 1 .N~wt6n; .. J.cestdd'!;~tr 
Edmiston -b- 1878 -m- Maude ?// died 1965 in Fo1·i- Worth Te:ras, and 
J?Y gr~ndfathe: John M~~v~.n ~dmi·st.on· •. ::L · am,,t~y:ing; to~ get..more ;·de-t:n.i'j . 
ilea ~n~or~ot~on OQ ~h es childr~n . of Thomas, _their childreh, their · 
grandchildre~, . aH<i' S0~.-oif~'! ~rsam"uel·~:r~ t. ~alnistob• wehfJ to" Oregon 1(rs7~~a·n.!! 
young 'man . {N1ilJ 1!880sJ;!·anc( -b'ecbme; a ·r b"rme'i- gr-ot./i'rfk: hops .-.: He marri:era?M e 
and had a · tl._~g~\.e~-' p~\jie2;rpy1\r~=s·-·:~om~.stoW/ Sjl:\r~fa' ' ~s , ~o-~fi·e~ .. . tfome _ "wl~~. ~ . .; 
Kreps and she 11.li :red · for · ma':riY" yeFnrs in Salem 'Ore'gon. ' Our fa'irii:ly · nev~F-1 •. 
heard that .sh~ ;died, although sho would. be well over 100 today. Sh·e ·o jem 
aia reseo·r,ch or{-' ~.1?~~' 1:CJ!!iits'f;~n ·pnd_': pr·ake ~·~~-~iies -_~o_f',· Washingt·.9!i ' co· ~ ··· ... ~,1Q t 
Arkansas :end . I ~ 'lil"(l ··qui te1 

• intere·st~C3 in finding to·' whom she pn ssed · .1 . ~ jnoM. 
· that r e'sii4:r'ch mat-e'ri'81f· upon· ile'r -~eath, i d'o not .. kiiow if sh'e haa:ri.. , '.~.o uJ 
any children or siblings. . r·.: 1 ... l!v ·· ·.:," . A 
(Editors Note). ' · "' ·::· .. Qr) 

I goofed in:~;;~l?~ ... s~1"tt-i'[fg the -.type wr.iter :. ebov.1 ,.. ~" ... " "" ': . ..:·' ·' 
b ·: ~ "r" .· ... :· ·aBITUAllr·• ,' · .d"': ~ c<'..-.: 1 :-. • .... " ·•· :. ·' 
· ,..~."1. (1 •' '. -,: · ·1f ' 1 t·\ • . .., ~· I ,-) " -. 'l ' " r" 1 • •. 
c.o i...:-v • . J .• 1.~ " .• • • •t • · 1l. 

EDMISTON • Be~;J.~ :i Bs .tes, born [ 9~pt. ~ 29 ~ ~ 99.9 . ·~n .. , ~ontrose., Color~do .. ·.; 
passed away Nov,. ,30, :1993. , . _ · . · · 
Mrs Edmiston wa·s • grafhlateff>from'.., lJCI.A "'!ifl· 19,?1 \, ond ·ta·ugnt · ~l emen:- ·1 .. " :. , ·-;: 
tary grades in Riverside County Jforc 1 oby'ea ±>s before · moving with' ..... '. ·· 
her HusbanO ~Q Ea~t · Los Angles in 1942. For the next fifty years · : l . : 
until fie~8neol tb ' f a iled I recen't!y:• sne wo s' a !!!en s~r 1 in ci vie : .. _.. · ' : " t 

and conservation work · iri."East Lo~ 1Angles and Monterey··'Park, · ~he r~ .! · 

wcs most . ~roud iJqfrl;l~r .-q cco!llplishm~11ts ._ 8;s ~ c1lp .. ~rI)1a!? :.., of tL? ~ ~a~~ . ,.: 
Los Angeles 99mmuni ty, ,J9qqrd.inatipg L.qou11~~i, t.he;r:- _;_ ~ff~~t~ 1 to r ~o .c- .. . :· ··>i .'• 
ate the m~:i:n i co~~~y; ~) jpil ,_ away from t resid ~ntal area~.,~ ·;th ~ ac8µ- P . . , . "•Wi 

isi tion0~n9 ~ ~"ielpom~nt , by ,,Los~~ng~;I.es County,.~~ Eu~ene q~rigo~ ; · . · '·"' 
Rogio·na~ .tPa:r,E,;;·1:8>!-1:8.: ~t}1Y· 197~ ... sh~ ,·~os honor.ea ~ s . Af'!~ Ci tze-q.1 of . ~h~,,. . . , 1 

Week• ~ ._,µt]ig~~a c~!!!;ribut~of! ,.~he 0~?d.e . was ~~e dev~l~pmen~ 1 of. .,a " .. _ .,, 
toy loari program in Belvedere Park to serve low2income .children. : 
Beginning in th e early 1960's Beula Edmiston became ~hown · a~ o · · 
Natiqn~~ ;r~~~g.~rn :liV ~ildf.if,e ~cons~IIYOtio~1 I,Ylq-:.z:e~~.n~ ., ~h~,: ~E>rve~'- .. , ,, ,, 
es s ec:r:-etarY'lfl,1Jq ·1 Pl7~ITc.ipal1~ ,: spo,~~sP.~Rs~nr.f.~r, 1 .~.9~ ·Co~i~t.e. ~~r .;.~ ... 
the Prese~'{~t~qt} 09,f, 'lt~~-i:-Tu~e y:~l~ ~,h ~ J w~ s .. . aw.~ra~s,.1F.~e ,;: ~aul ·' .. ; · ,:: - · 
Feinstou~0ij~t ·~QiP:i}l i:d:;o,p~!3IW:a~,1o~ ni}:wa~~· l?Y p ~b~ ~~a t .e. tU:~Fl. ver,si t1. f· • •.'. , 
of New York ot StoneY.";:Bro.ok ni~ 1-,1 ,9,7;7 '.•· ... i"~ t . r · t, [. , "., 1· ,. , i, , . , . , : .. . ... 

The Tule Elk, , ?,c~~F~ ·J8 :1d ,. en~~.t?-ge~ed .. spe ?~~~ .. ..f?.lfn.a ·in . c.~.l~fornia' s "" 
Owen Valley. l.iworking with hlJr husbadd ~ T o's)for~ who · served ·:'with · 
tho group aa "txreosure,r . o.f tho . committ0, her eff9rts resul'ted ''in "·"··1 
th e PD s s.~go<in ~19'Z~ iJof :. f ea'eh'ol ~legf sldt'i'dri guaran'tee irlg tJtbe ..i ... 'J :• , :· 
survial do'r.:.fh:i.:s <ra:i-e , nnimal.\• '' ,; r-. -~···· 1 .·' ·t .. ;; "J!J" I!! · c ·:: .; : . 
Working °"'wi'th''' fb e ;4d~ :L\.ngele1s · 1c~~rity r:•:Bdr?rd of . Sup'ervf~6rs . she I)';. J.. ·. I .: . 'I 

was instrumental '' fn "t h Ei es1t~'bYi1shnient of W'fldfl'o'w'~r pre serv· ... s . ' . . "! L 

in th e ·?~.~e~9.Pi·~ Xa~1.ey ~: ,. p~10".,a~ ~o . s,erv?.a a~ ·!:! !IJem~er .. ~r the· ·boo-.· · · · 
rd of director.~ oi: the d ~f.enders ·1or:Wilfalife'-·and 2 wa s ·. hon'ored " · " .iri · 

os the An:Li_~M~jHum.afit~ariori~of tri~ year 11884 ~- ~·i the Anima1·c · . · ·.· .. 
-Protection Institut ei~ J: ·_ · · '" • .'1 :··· :· ~ · . · ,~,·! -· ' fd · 1 ..... .. : ... ~ 
She is survived by · l1 e'~ 1 hufubond' ·or 58 · yi:farsi" Tasker.~ ' h er · son :- ;< · .. 
Joe, and 1..J:n e r . 2 .:.grandchildren; ·>Wi].)liam and ;Ch arl e s. She . is buried · ..... l 
in the Oli vewood Cemetery, Ri versia'o California . · · · .. : ·_' ' · 

! . ' .. :-i 
Lettor rrb~-~~P~fdi a ''Eia~

1

nd$oti"1 Brhirei ir;1 r Qua'rry . RBed~" B ·D'.' "3, .'I • .I r I } ;,' 

Midcllebur:y: ~·· V.erinont 0$753:';•lJ 1
• • ... 

1 " r ~ r · _ t;·' ' · ·, · · .. · · '· ,1 · . : : 

When w~(;~et.~ -ril ,~gland las~ , ~pr~nE(~e · t:?'und ·i s:~q~urch :ln · : -~ ' . 
Hawkeshead , r ef erence . to o ·Christopher Edmond son· who was 1·Rector· 
of church .in - 1657~ n6'thlng mbre:· (~ ... ·:1

'.·
1 ··6ontfnuea·; .~f: .. 1 
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There are t~o Smiths located near Ma thew Edmiston. William Smith has land 
adjacent to Mathew Edmist.ion end W1ll1am Cowden in a 1751 survey. 

In 1764, William Smith i s li sted adjacent t.o land that Mathew Edmist.on 
sold to Samuel Patt e rson. This land t hen would not. be at Jenn ings as wasn't 
the l and Mathew sold t.o Samuel Patterson in Rockbridge county? 

In 1803, Mathew's Augusta Co . land is adjacent to John 
Laudawich Smith. This may be mea ninqful, but in 1799 , David McNair 
to Christian Smith of Lancaster Co., Pa. This land could be very 
Ki 1·k 1 and. 

Kirk and 
so 1 d 12'.nd 

ne21r t.r1e 

Going cm the assumption that James Edmiston is with Smit.h in laws on the 
Greenbri er, one ~ould have t.o consider John Sm i t h who has land adjacent to 
James at. Lit.tle Levels in 1791 . Have you noticed that the .James Edmistion 
line held clost? ti:• tr<:1diti.•:in:;; •Jf nami.n•;_:i children. If I 1.v<:1s •;:ioin•;i to take ~1 

guess, I would choose Willi am as father of Jane Smith. Mathew Edmiston of 
Gallia Co., Ohio names first. son James after his father. Second son is Jacob 
after his wife's fa t.her. The next son is Wil liam. James Edmiston and Jane 
named their second son William . Thi s son should belong t.o U1e wi fe's family. 

This Smith research is going to take some time . 



c ',;.; ~ 1 
.. --.. ~)fl l- . ··' -; • : t 

A few thoughts on Edmiston. I have never really figured out just where 
the lands were that Mathew Edmiston owned. The land that be sold to Samuel 
Patterson is supposed to be in Rockbridge Co. 1 and I read somewhere that he 
probably never lived there. A William Smith had land adjacent to this land 
that Mathew sold to Patterson. When David McNair sold land on Jennings 
branch to Christian Smith of Lancanster Co. 1 Pa., Tim Green was witness. 
Mathew Smith md. Milly Green in Augusta Ca. on 19 Dec. 1787. You will recall 
that Mathew Edmiston gave POA to David to sell his land. 

Another thought .... James Edmiston's widow, Jane, md. James Gilliland as 
you know. For a time, I thought that there must be some relation between 
Gilliland and Edmiston that went farther ·back. I now believe that the 
relation that goes back is Edmiston - Armstrong via Lydia Armstrong, wife of 
James Gilliland. Note that Mathew Armstrong gave bond as guardian of Samuel 
Patterson with Mathew Edmiston as surety in 1751. 

Finally, did I tell you of the deed in Bath Co. Va. in 1808 where the 
heirs of William Smith give POA to William Poage to well land. The heirs are 
Jane Smith, John Hannah, Margaret Smith, Jenny Patterson Smith and Elizabeth 
Hannah. The land is 150 acres in Jacksons River. The land was patented in 
1784. I have not yet found the deed where William Poage sold the land. This 
deed may further identify these heirs. 

I just noticed that there is a Chr1stian Smith in Giles Co. tax in 1806. 

My daughter was in Salt Lake recently and she copied some pages from the 
Jackson Co. , Ohio C8rnetary records and mast inten~st ing is the stones of 
James Smith and wife. Page 893. James Smith died 13 Jan. 1848, age 
78y-3m-4d. Elizabeth Smith, wife of James died 25 Jan. 1846, age 73. 
Also is the death of Jane Smith, wife of Robert Smith, died 19 Sept. 1838 at 
age 25y 8m 21d. This puts James born in 1'170 and he certainly came from the 
Bath/Greenbrier area. H0 may well b'~ a brothrJr·of Jan8 Edmiston. 

Don Strong 

• 

.. · \ 
\ 

\ 



21 Feb. '87 

William Edmundson 
E.F.A.8. 

Dear Bill: 

Dem H. St. ri::in•;J 
239 So. 2nd. West 
Pr1E!ston, Idaho 

y.,u sug·~ested I submit s•::imething on Mathew Edmiston.. Enclosed are a few 
thoughts on Edmiston that comes up from time to time, concerning James 
Edmiston of Bath Co.1 Va. and his wife, Jane Smith. 

James Edmondson (son to Mathie) appears in a 27 Sept. 1771 entry in the 
Mathews Trading Post Ledger 1771-1779 as published in Vol. 4 number 4 of the 
Greenbrier Historical Society Journal. James was on the Greenbrier prior to 
the formation of Greenbrier Co. and is probably the same James Edmiston 
listed in Botetourt Co., Va. tax records in 1771 and 1775 on Greenbrier River 
waters. James is listed in the index of the Botetourt Co. land survey book 
on page 9, but the first ten pages of surveys are missing. The index shows 
that those surveys on the missing pages were for settlers on the Greenbrier 
in what is now Pocahontas county. His 1774 survey was for 258 acres. 

In 1782, Greenbrier land surveys list .James Edmiston's 250 acres per 
certificate from the commissioners ~f Augusta, Botetourt and Greenbrier. The 
land was surveyed in 1774 and was adjacent to that of Charles Clendennin. 

·Also in 1782, James entered 250 acres which was assigned to him by Samuel 
Gilliland which was adjacent to James' other land. Other land surveys show 
that the land was near Mill Creek and also near the land of Andrew Smith. 
This is one of the earliest Greenbrier records placing a Smith in proximity 
to both James Edmiston ahd Samuel Gilliland. In 1785, William Smith assigned 
land on Mill Creek to Andrew Donnelly and William Morris. · 

In Aug., 1789, John Ellis sold 293 acres at Little Levels to Samauel 
Gilliland and in September Ellis sold an adjacent 196 acre tract to James 
Edmist•:m. 

Early Bath Co. records list John Smith adjacent to land of James 
Edmiston and James does name his friend John Smith as executor in his will. 
In 1792, James land and tithables are included in a Bath Co. survey fr•:im 
Dr•:i•::ip mount.a in to .J•::il-1n Smith's house and ti:• the county line. 

For those still trying to determine if Samuel 6illiland's wife was a 
Smith or a Edmiston, the addition of Andrew arid William Smith to .John Smith 
as land owners adjacent to James Edmiston and Samuel Gilliland suggest that 
James may have named his sons Andrew and William his Smith in-laws. 
John Smith also names a son Andrew in his will. 

Augusta Co. land records list a William Smith with land adjacent to that 
of Mathew Edmiston in 1751, which is probably the same land that Mathew sold 
to Samuel Patterson in a 1764 survey. In 1803, Mathew's heirs sold off land 
adjacent lying adjacent to John Kirk and Laudawich (difficult to read> Smith. 
Could there be a connection between these families? 

I would be happy to hear from any resear~hers of Mathew Edmiston of 
Augusta Co. or Samuel 6illila~j. 

Don Strong 

over<. 



~511es 3. 7'earlman, ZOOI v'-Jorllj "1fJestwood ~1•eni1e, .Santa ..Ann, California 92706 

Ma:tc.h 1 O, 1981 

Mi. Von St-tong 
239 South 2nd wut 
Ptuton, lda.ho 83263 

Vea.t Von: 

Tha.nk you 1,0 muc.h 60-t 6ending c.opy 06 the upda.ted ma.tu.ia.l on the Sm.ith 6a.mily. l 
ha.ve done vuy li.ttle -tuea.'Lc.h ia.tely but di.d o'l.du Sc.h'Leinu-Ya.nti./,' 1183 a.nd 1181 Tax 
Li.&t& 60-t G-teenb-t.iu County. You would p-t0ba.bty be i.ntuuted .in the 6oiiowi.ng ent-tie&: 

1183 Pe.'l.&onal P-toputy Tax U&t& 6o'l Gtee.nbt.iu County, Vi'lgin.ia. 
p. 5 -- Ja.mu Edm.i&tone 0 1 10 12 
p. 5 -- And'lew Sm.ith 0 0 3 16 
p. 1 -- Ma.'ltin Smith 1 0 4 1 
p. 8 -- Thoma.& Smith 1 0 5 10 
p. 9 -- John Sm.ith 1 0 0 6 
Note: Column1' 1 = Poll/,, 2 = Sia.vu, 3 = Houu, & 4 = Cow6 

p. 156 -- Thoma.6 E mi&ton 
p. 160 -- Ja.mu Edmon&on 
p. 158 -- Ja.mu Smith 
p. 162 -- Jno. Sm.ith 
p. 162 -- John Smith 
p. 16 2 -- Ma.in Smith 
p. 162 -- Thoma.& Smith 
p. 166 -- Stephen Smith 
p. 166 -- Thoma.& Smith 

-p. 166 -- Ja.6. Smith 

(Anth&. Ci.) 

Note: Column& 6ot 1181 a:te a.6 6ollow&: 
1 = Wh.ite male& above 16 a.nd undu 21 
2 = Bia.c.k.& above 16 
3 = Blac.k& unde 'l 16 
4 = Houu, ma'LU, colt6, 8 mulu 
5 = Cattle. 

a, o o 2 s 
0 0 0 8 18 
0 0 0 1 3 
0 0 0 5 11 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 2 2 4 13 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 3 0 
0 0 0 1 4 
0 0 0 3 0 

U.1.t "A" MD.IJ 11 
Li.6t "B" ?? ? ? ? 
L.i&t "A" Apt 2 0 
U&t "B" ??? ?? 
U1,t "B" ??? ?? 
L.i&t "B" ??? ?? 
U.&t ,, 8' ? ? ? ? ? 
L.i&t "C" MD.IJ 16 
L.i&t "C" MD.IJ 11 
L.i&t "C" May 21 

lnc.identalty, l wi.li be in Salt Lake Ci.ty to a.ttend a. genealogi.c.al 6emi.na.t Ap'Li.l 18 to 
May 8. l will be 1>tD.1Jing a.t the Temple Squa.te Hotel, whue the g'f.oup ha.& made a.na.ngement&. 
I hope to u&e the. oppottunity to do &ome. inte.n&ive te.&ea.tc.h. 

100% Recycled Poper 
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Don H. St.ron•;J 
239 So. 2nd. West 
Pres t.1:1n, I dahi:1 

Pearlman: 

Greenbrier Co. land surveys show that in 1782, Andrew Smith held land 
next to William Boggs, Lazarous Bartley Joshua Ewing and Nathan Gilliland. 
In 1782 Samuel Gilliland held land next to that of James Edmiston. We know 
that James Edmiston md. Jane Smith. We· believe that Samuel was md. to 
Elizabeth Smith. 

Bath Co. 
1809 Thomas and Mary Brock held land on Stoney Creek. John Smith witnessed a 

deed by Thi::•mas and Ma.ry. 
1799 Jonas Smith land survey next to James Naylor on Stoney Creek. 
1808 Jonas and Naomi Smith sell land on Stoney Creek to Thomas Brock. Deed 

witnessed by John Smith. Jonas md. Naomi McNeil in 1796 
1809 John Burnsides will names daughter, Isabella Smith. Will is witnessed 

by John Gibson and John Jardin. 
1804 James Stephenson who md. Margaret Smith enters land survey next to lands 

of David Jacox on Fryers Hole on Sinking Creek. 
1807 David Jacox buys land at Fryers Hole from Grittith and Martha Evans. 

Note that David Jacox md. ·Lilly Smith. 
In 1785 John Smith weighed 69 pounds of Ginsing for Samuel Gilliland due 
to John Brown and delivered to Lily Smith. 

1811 David and Lilly Jaycox sell land next to James Stephenson. 
1792 John Smith to survey road from Droop Mtn. to his house then to county 

line including James Edmonson and James Stephenson. 
1795 John Smith has land next to James Edmiston at Little Levels. 
1799 John Smith land next to John Gibson and James Edmsiton. 
1796 John Smith 173 acres of land at head waters of Stoney Creek. 
1802 John SmitK land adj. to Isaac Hawk. 
1804 John Smith buys land from Wm. Poage next to James Edmiston, Isaac Hawk. 
1806 John Smith sells land to John Jordin. 
1807 John and Jonas Smith are meeting house trustees. 
1809 John Smith buys 180 acres on Stoney Creek from James and Nancy Naylor. 
1812 John Smith sells land to Wm. Oldham adj. his own and Isaac Hawk. 
1813 John Smith sells to John Gibson part of land he got from Wm. Poage in 

1804 which is adj. William Edmiston and Wm. Oldham 
1818 John Smith sells land that he got in 1801 which is next to William 

1804 
1804 
1 i::o9 
1814 

Edmiston and John Gibson; witnessed by John Jordin. 
Robert Smith buys land from John Johnson 

Robert Smith buys land from John Jordin at Locust Creek 
Robert Smith proves deed from Catherine Gi)liland to John Gilliland. 
Robert Smith of Champaign Co., Ohio sells land to Abraham Hawk. 
Robert died in Champaign Co. in 1834, age 55, so he was born about 1779 

···- ----··-------------------------



1826 

1 ~'·j.O:• ·-•·J·-· 

P1J c ahi:1n t.a. s Co . 
William and Hannah Smith sell land. Hannah is widow of David Jacox. 
The land is at Fryers Hole. 
Will of John Smith of advanced age. Wife - Sarah. Daus. Hannah and 
Sarah who are living at home. Son Andrew to have 230 acres. Son, John 
who is not yet age 21 gets land known as the NAYLOR PLACE. Other daus: 
are Elizabeth, Martha, and Rebecca. 
John and Francis Smith sell their share of the Nailor land. 

There may be two John Smiths in Bath Co. I suggest that John Smith is father 
of Robert Smith and that John may be a brother of Jane Smith. Andrew Smith 
who appears early next to James Edmiston and Gilliland may be another 
brother. Is Andrew Edmiston named after Andrew Smith? 
It is not clear if David Jacox had two wives, Lily Smith and then Hannah 
Smith. A David Jacox appears in Jackson Co., Ohio later on. 
Andrew Smith appears in Greenbrier Co. in 1787 adjacent Morris. John Smsith 
appears on Anthoney's Creek in 1787 also. In 1786 John Smith of Greenbrier 
Co. sold a horse to Wm. Shanks and to money to be paid to James Burnside Sr. 

Greenbrier Co. 
The land ~illiam Poage sold John Smith at Little Levels was part of a survey 
that was next to Nathan Gilliland. Both James and Samuel Gilliland had land 
ne~(t t•:) Nathan. 

Samuel and 'Elizabeth Gilliland held land on Spring Creek wich they sold 
to James Stephenson. They held land on Sinking Creek also. 
They held" land on Locust Creek and sold some of it to bavid Stephenson. 
Samuel Gilliland testified for James Stephenson in 1791. (Smith connection?) 
Samuel sold lOOa. next to· James Edmiston to John McNeil. Remember Jonas 
Smith md. Naomi McNeil. 



11 Dec. 

Dear Mrs. Burnett; 

D•::in H. Str•::ing 
239 So. 2nd. West 
Prest•:•n, Idah•::i 

During the past two years, I have extracted every record in Greenbrier 
and Bath Co. Virginia up to 1825 concerning the Edmistons a~j Smiths. I have 
gone through the deed books page by page and made every attempt to (ind clues 
that have been over looked by others. 

My research in Bath and Greenbrier Co. leads me to the conclusion that 
Mrs. Alumbaugh was right all along when she said that Jane Thompson Edmiston 
was the mother of Mathew Edmiston. In a letter written in 1965, Mrs. Alumbaugh 
stated that William Edmiston married Mary Cook in 8ourb6n Co. Ky. and that 
Mary Cook was the daughter of Margaret Blair and John Cook of Frederick Co. 
Va. John Cook died intestate in Kentucky. Records there show Edmistons, 
Cook and Blair. The connection to the Blair family caught my attention while 
doing research in Bath and Greenbrier Co., Va. 

In 1745 John B~air Jr. and Henry Downs were among petitioners who were 
allowed to take up 5~,000 acres of land on the Greenbrier River. This land 
included the Little Level~ area in NOW Pocahontas Co. In researching the early 
reci:•rds 1:if Greenbrier Cc•. , · I found the f il"s t 1 al1tj entry f •::ir .James Edmiston 
recorded in Greenbrier Co. was for land originally patented to James BLAIR 
Also, the land was next to land owned by Andrew Smith and James Hanna Jr. 
Samuel Gilliland also assigned James Edmistion 250a. of land next to James 
Hanna Jr. and Andrew Smith. Remember that Samuel Gilliland and James Edmiston 
were both married to Smith daughters. This raises the possibility that Jane 
Smith, wife of James Edmiston was related to Andrew Smith and that James and 
Jane Edmiston's son, Andrew was probably named after Andrew Smith. 
This fits well with Alumbaughs letter because you would expect to find 
some connection between the in-laws of Mathew Edmiston in the records of his 
son ..r.~mes. 

Going back to Augusta Co. a further connection can be hinted at in the 
records of Henry Downs. Chalkley Vol. III page 293 3 April 1751 Henry Downs 
Sr. of Orange Co. sold to John Madison 330 acres dated 1747 adjacent to the 
land of Ludwick Francisco. This deed was witnessed by MATTHEW EDMISTON and 
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG. In the records of Bath and Pocahontas Co., I found deeds 
between the heirs of James Edmiston and George Francisco. Other deeds there 
show that George Francisco was a heir of Ludwick Francisco. Further study·of 
the Augusta Co. records of Henry Downs show that he lived close to William and 
Alexander Thompson. In 1745 Alexander Thompson sold 300 acres to Henry Downs 
on the Shenandoah River. 1745 Henry Downs Jr. witnesses a deed from Moses 
Thompson of South Carolina .to John Madison. Refer to my submission to the 
Edmundson Family Bulletin where I found that records in North Carolina show that 
Moses Thompson was from Chester Co., Pa. In 1747 Henry Downs Sr. sells 
to Henry Downs Jr. the 300 acre$ obtained from Alexander Thompson, and that 
same year Henry Downs sold 470a. to Ludwick Francisco. And finally, in 1758, 
Henry Downs sold land to Joseph Hanna, 300 acres, part of 400 acres patented to 
Alexander Thompson in 1742. Note that the first land of James Edmiston in 
Little Levels was next to James Hanna. 

The Blair records in Augusta Co. show Abraham Smith as administrator of 
estate of John Blair in 1758. Greenbrier Co. early land records show that James 
Blair held land adjacent to Andrew Smith which Blair assigned to William Boggs. 

William Blair, James Blair, John Tho~pson, Robert Thompson, James 
Thompson, Thomas Cook, and Francis Cook are among the early land entries in 
Greentir ier C•J. 
Jane Smith, wife of James Edmiston probably ·came from the family of John Smith 
who came from ireland with his family prior to 1740. 
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Orange Co. Va. importations 1740. John Smith and Margaret his wife, 
Abraham, Henry, Daniel, John and Joseph Smith. 
Abraham Smith, 1759 as witness to deed for land surveyed by James and 
M1:i~:;.;,~s Th•::imps•::in . 
John Smith, 1751 witness deed William Thompson to Alexander.T~Jmpson. 

In sLmimary, •:•ne •:if the ea.rliest rec•::>rds of Mathew Edmiston in A•...i•;JUsta Co.~, 

in the deed of Henry Downs, reve~ls a association with the T~Jmpson family and an 
interest in the new lands opening up on the Greenbrier River. 
It remains to be discovered why James Edmiston went to the Greenbrier, but it 
appears ~1at he may have been following the interest in the new lands by certain 
in-laws, nhlst likely the Smith family or the Blair family. 

It would be interesting to see if there is a closer connection between. the 
Downs family and the Thompson family. 

Hope to hear from you soon . 
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